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Ar the joint- defire of the High Sheriffe ,. and. Jnſtices: of 
Peace for the ſaid Connty, which(with ſome mif-re reports- 
fince blown about concerning i it, and the Authqyg) incli- 
ned him to give way thereunto.. | © 
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To: DN Ts 
THE, HONOURABLE, 
_ Judge Atkins , one of the Juſtices of 
the Common Pleas; as allo to the righc 
'- . Worſhipful Willian: Backbouſe of Swal- 
 lowfield, Eſq. High Sheriffe of the Coun- 
"i ty of Berks; together. with the right-- 
Worſhipful, the Gentry, both of and 
l out of the Commiſſion for the Peace ' of 
| the ſaid County 3 and principally to 
thoſe, at whole requeſt this Sermon 
was made publique. " 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, Ds EY 
on Leg upon the bazerdewe 
S Trial of God and the Rench, 

ion when its Authour was not by 
to plead on his own behalf; who ſurely had 
be been privy to the Judgement, (which Was 


onely reported to him by ſome 


#. AE 


cretions upon s þ 


E - 
Enos”: 
% 
o 


e reputation of a af 
zece $80 unworthy the notice 
of ſuch an Honourable Fudicature. 

I confeſſe 1 look, por the coming nnder the 
Se Preſſe, in theſe dayes , as apu- 
ent to 8 Sermon, no leſſe as its kinde) 
bor that of the ſame denomination,which 


you in ſome caſes infli& upon offendonrs ; 


ſeeing it is thereby expoſed to the weight of 


publique calunmies and reproaches, of which 
1 ant ſure mine Jus wot want its ſufficient 


load. 


T be  onely $00 FR T bave herein , 
once. more to preſent its caſe before you its 
Judges, (which I doe in this Dedication) 
and to intreat you that the Grand-In- 
quelt you impernel to. enquire concerning it, 


may be ſo wiſe. as to underſtand the evidence | 
and ſo boneſt , as 
not to return. an Tgnoramus x0; Billa 


of Truth that 5s in it ; 


vera. 
Surely, (My Lord, and Gentlemen) yo 


that are ſufficiently ac 


quaznted with the Yer- | 
buries, Chillendens, Ives's, axd others of an 


fo Order, whom it would be 200 much 
 benour 
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with whom this poor Town bath: bien perpe- 
tnglly peSiered and poyſoned,- will, 1 doubt 
not, "ſee canſe" for that tartneſſe-of applica- 
tion inthecloſe, for which Ibawe been ſuf. 
ficiently perſecuted by ' the tongues - of thoſe, 
who found their backs too tender to: be rub- 
bed. 
Thoſe. mens names, and ſome of the 'Er- 
rors and Hereſtes they vented, I repteſemed 
to your 'laSt Grand-Tury, and hoped they al- 
fo would have ſeen cauſe either to have re- 
| ported them to your Lordſhip, andthe Bench, 
| or at leaft not to have miſ-reported me, (ws 
ſome of them did )'to others, as unable to 
Juftifie my charge. $ 4 
My Lord, and Gentlemen, I commit the 
Vindication of my name, and of this Truth, 
firſt, to God, who, (1 am ſufficiently aſſured) 
will bring forth its cightcouſneſſe as the + 
light ; end (among men) to your wiſer, end 
more impartial judgements, hoping that you 
will ( as farre as it concerns pg mpreſſe 
the ſubſtance of it upon your Conſcience, and 
walkings. And Ipray that that Edition may 
=: _ . be 
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fe# then the Original Copyit ſelf : that you 

uy live Sermons. better they I can Preach 

or print them; Aud upon that account, I 

will preach and. print as often as you pleaſe; 
pew other terms Tcare not how ſeldome. And 

hs becauſe I am | 

. RunapIxc, 


My ab1654 wh 
3» (My Lord, and Gentlemen) | 


bee corredtior 6& emendatior ; more per- 


Your moſt zealonſly affe- 
_ Conate well-wiſher, and 
(upon that account) ſer- 


S1MoN Forp. 


PREACHED AT THE 
 eA/ii{er, holden for the Coun- 
ty of Berks at Reading, Feb. 28. 


1653. Mr. William Backhonſe of Swal- 
lowfield, SHERIFFE. 


> emarn——__— 


Tp Pg8AL. 75-445. 6.7. mo” 

I ſaid(or rather, Twill ſay) 77 the PAY deat fool- | 

_ iſkly: andiothe x3 el] lift not up the horn, v.4.. 

Lift ” up your horn on high: ſpeak not with a ſtiffe 
HER, Vo Yo FT: 

For p1 2b cometh neither from the Eſt, zor from 
the Weſt, nor from the South, v.6. 

But God is is the Judge : he putteth down one, and ſet- 
teth up another, v. 7. 


RS His Plalm is a good Magiſtrates Direfory , be- 
SY Wa caulc it is the Copy of that Kings heart, who 
ISETLEEST was a man after Gods own heart. David at 
VE - the time of the writing hereof, is by moſt _ 
= ſoundlanterpreters ſuppoſed to have been in 

that Moraing-Twilight;of Royalty, a midling condicion 
| "DB between 


2 


- ----- 
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1 
Diffolans,- 


queſadfus fuit. 


V. 3: 


— —_ 0 mo 
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ys 
7 


the miſts of his long doubts and fears, (it is oppoſed) ſets 
c 


takes Oc- 


It. | 
». Hee will firſt cement the broken pieces of the old 
frames,. viz. Religion, Law, and Juſtice z which are- the 
pillars of all Governmene, WO Wn 
2.. He will (ccure thoſe pillars from the inſolent petulan- 
cyof bold and preſumptuous offenders,” by. aſevere execu- 


 Yonof the utmoſt ſeverity and rigour of divine & humane 


Laws uponithem, And: both theſe hee will doe upon the 
confideration of his conſcientious obligation thereunto ; 
and:that upon this account. ,. becauſe all /his power is'con-. 


If Davids Goerement. 


feſſedly ſubordinate ro Gods, which is the ſamme of -m1 
Text, and the following Verle. 

I will fay (for ſo I read it with Parexs and tak) 
1nto.the fouls, deal not ſo fooliſhly, @c. | 

Fat promotion comethy@c. 


—— 


In which words you have two general ys 
4. Davids reſolution of reformation , I wil ſepa. 
2. The reaſoz of chat refolution. For promotion, &c. 


In the firſt of thiaſe you may farther obſerve, | 
2. The ſubjeRts of it; Fools, (that is, bad men, -but fach 
whoſe fins are only prejudicial to themſelves) &wicked mens ©7707 
ſuch who by reaſon of long remiſſkneſſe of Civil Governs boaſting fools 

ment, daring the unquict _ turbuſent reign! of Saul, "PO 
vu grown tO 2great ſamprion ud violence, fools. 
ing all Laws both toe: _ hamane out of counte- 
= which he expreſſerh by two phraſes , ſpeaking with 
a ſtiffeneck, and Hg up the horn, Metaphors Aer from 
unbroken Colts, or wilde Bulls, whoarealtogetlies impa- 
tient. of the bridle or the yoke.. Sons of Belial —_— 11 
the received Erymology of that word hold: water. My 
arc the perſons that Devid intendsto deal withal in dior cut non oft jughs 
ſolved reformation. - 
(- 2. Themature of it, andthat isby _ reſtraint't up» 
on theirunraly lufſts: for this ſaving | implies doing.. Demes 
rit4 vindidid & coercione imtelligendum. eſt, Gaye one 3 > Colibeby Muſculus. 
(fays another ) petulantes regui & eccleſio perturbatorery 
zealous and reſolute Authority uſeth: not to ſpeak, vain words. 
This ſaying is: like thae' Pſal..2. 5. where God is-ſaiditb 
ſpeak to finch another ore. -wildo boy. but how? 
fe as to'vex them in bis: ſore diſpleaſure. So' here, I' will 
ſay to the fools, Se. is as much, as I will by wholeſome 
Laws, anda zealous execution of them, either amendtheir 
| perſons, or (at leaft)) reſtrain their laſts. If they will:dea! 
fooliſhly, the halle deal ſo fooliſhly "and. if they: "will 
wear borns (till, yet they _ —_ hore ow bight -+ 
3. 


te. 


Fry The F ir(t- fruits 


2. The ſecond general part may look two ways: 

1. Either as a reaſor prevailing with David thus to put 
forth his power to curb the inſolencies of wicked men. For 
promotion (3. e. my promotion , by which I am advanced 
to the ſucceſſion of Sauls Throne) cometh,&c. 

2. Oras a ſon which he would by juſt ſeverity teach 
them, who had finned themſelves into a near affinity to A» 
eheiſme, by ſo long and uncontrolled a liberty of luſt, and 
inſolence. Fuſt ſeverity in Deputy Gods may teach men ſo 
ach Religion, as, that there is a God that judgeth the 
earth, ButI rather look upon it asa motive to Pavid him- 
fel And then the Argument runs thus: I was a while 
fince a poor Shepherds boy, and I am now advanced to the 

Potentia proxima of an abſolute Royalty. Therefore it 
concerns me gratefully to acknowledge , and zcalouſly to 
aQt for him that advanced me, and (ſeeing promotion comes 
#0t from the Eaft,&c. But God is the Fudge, &c.) I willan- 
Fer his ends in my advancement. FE - 


Thispart hath two branches: 
x. A negation of power in any creature to-give , or take 
away honour and power. Though all afliftance from. all 
arters of the world ſhould concenter- their endeavours 
or one mans exaltation,they couldnot do it, if God will 
pull- him down; and '# contra, Thoughthe whole poſſe 
of the Creation, were raiſed to pall a man down ,. yet if 
God ſay nayy their endeavours ſhall be fuccefſclefle. Danid 
here takes his expreſſions from the Topography of the land 
of Paletine, and exprefſeth Eaſt and eſt diftinly ,. bur. 
includes North and- Soxtb ,. both under the exprefſion of 
midbar,.the Deſart, that Country being on both North and 
South fides bound<cd with waſte lands of that denominati> 
on. Whence your Margin reads it Deſart, and your Eng- 
Kſh Meter, forſaken wilderneſs. | 
* ...2. An affertion of that power and: prevogative:in God alone. 
Hews Judge, i. c. abſolute, and independent, infomuch 
that he is no, way taxable, though he puts inand puts ot 


" of Davids Government. 


lifcs up, and pulls down according to his own good plea- 

furzz And yet proceeds in a way of regular jultice in this 
caſe of mal adminiſtration. - 4; « Fadge. 

Thus you ſee I have done this == of my task, 7. e. ta» 

ken to pieces this excellent watch, and ſhewed you the 

wheels, and the ſpring, Davids reformation, and the im 

pulſive cauſe of it. But the harder part of my bufineſſe is 


yet to come,. viz.. to put it together again , that you may 


cake direion from its hand in the. bufinefſe of ſo ſolemn 
: convention as isthat:which hath brought you hither this 
nay. | 


| know the ſpring-wheel ſhould firſt be taken in-hand,. as 


the foundation-muſt be laid before the building , in an ex+ 
at order of nature. Bur the-order I ſhall proceed by is 
;Theological ,. and cherefore I ſhall firſt begin with the 
Balance, Davids reſolution of a juſt reformation, and then 
annex the reaſon at the laſt, to ſet it a going. | 


And firſt and foremoſt we wil confider;. 


The ſabje&s of this reformation. 1 faid unto the fools, 


and to the wicked. Such then David found, even amo 
the great-ones, when he came to the Kingdome; he found 
beaſts, and thoſe armed with power , horned beaſts. . And 
ſach' there:will bz every where, let the Laws bee. but a 
while filenced, and the Magittrate, . cither ſleep,or connive,. 
or both. Obſerve, 


Evilc not ſuppreſſed, will be ſpreading Evils. The caſe of. 


fach a Commor-wealth- will quickly be like the field of the 
flhggard, deſcribed Prov. 24. 31.all grown over with thorns, 
i nd nettles will cover the face thereof, (for ill weeds grow a= 
paw and the wall of order and diſcipline will quite be 
roken down. There had need be. diligent weedersto kee 
the field of a Common-wealth from being overſp — 4 
They had need be good hedges, that muſt keep in ſach un- 
rauly beaſts, as my Text ſpeaksof. Quz nn probibet peceares 
c#m poſcit, jubet, It there be none to: forbid the a deal 


volaſhly, , 


HP 


Ms. th. at tet. A. 4-4 ———_— 


"7 
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fooliſhly , theve need be none to bi4 them do fo; he bids 
them, that,when he can, doth not forbid them. Men (in 
a ſpiritual ſenſe) are all aturat fools , folly is bound up in 
the heart of a childe, Prov. 22. and they need not be taught 
that trade; if they bebut permitted to fet wp for them» 
ſelves, he had need bea wiſer man then ordinary that ſhall 
keep them within any bounds of Reaſon or Conſcience 3 
tor, obſerve again, | 
Wickedneſſe tolerated will grow inſolent. Such fools,if the 
rod of correftion do not diſcipline them , will know no 
difference, between ſimple folly and down-right madnefle. 
The Aſſes colt will turn his ears into horxs, and grow horu- 
wad; and puſh againſt all thoſe that ſhall 'endeavour to 
bring him under the yoke. Sinne and Errour loſe nothing 
by indulgence. It a logge be King, the froggs will quick! 
be preſamptuouſly petulant,and infult overity fnjtallied « 
A Magiſtrate conchaut , will quickly make offenders raw 
pant. We uſe to-fay, when an horſe runs away: with a 
young rider, he knowes who is upon the back of him. The 
weaknefſe or unskiltulnefſe of the hand that manageth 
him, isa provocation to him to attempt the caſting off his 
burthen. There is nothing which is more intolerable ther 
4 ſervant when he reigns, it Solomon may be believed, Prov, 
50.32. When thoſe baſe luſts of men that under reſtraint 
ſeemed very ſubmiſffe, are once let ar liberty, they will rage 
the more intolcrably ; and much, out of anger they have 
been bridled. | | 
Two things there were inSanuls governmentzand the interval 
of Davids, that expoſed the Land to theſe wilde beaſts,and 
their inſolencies, which among the reſt-of the cauſes dre 
(one Saul himſelf, among the people) higher by the ſhoul- 
x. A perpetual Militia. Warres, Forain and Civil,- de» 
fenſfive and offenſive. And thoſe (though never ſo neceſ- 
fary) likeill Phyfick, breed more ill humours , then: they 
purge-out. All Civil Authority nut be filent , while the 
ratling of Arms drowns their voice; and the ford. of the 


Lay 
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Lat muſt ſubmit to the Lew of the ſword. Thence the 
Souldiers in Plxtarch wondered that any one ſhould red 


Law to then! that wor e 't- by their fides . o mu0opys T1] wwe Ply; in Pom- 
Cao wire Zion, rojns dvepnemon ; Warre (in a ſort ) neceſſi- priv. = 


cates irregularities , not onely againſt Civil,but even Mili- 


tary Laws: _ Martial Law,faith one, is as great a SoJoe- Modern Pots. 


ciſme, as Martial peace. | 
Thence when God threatneth warre to his people, he 
tells them that Military Infolency ſhall caft contempt upon 
Civil ——_— they ſhall ſmite the Fndge of Iſrael with « 
rod upon the cheek, Micah 5:1. And when he calls for thac 
Judgement upon a people, hels ſaid to invite the beaſts of 
the field to devour, Iſa. 56.9. There is a kinde of 5 mel 
ferity bred in the mindes of men, by conſtant and familiar 
converſe with inſtruments of death and violence, whictt 
will not cafily be charmed into a peaceable ſubmiſſion to 
civil reſtraints, though the moſt diſcreet Magiſtrate charm 
never ſo wiſely. Far beit from me, to aſperſe the perſons 


of any of that profeſſion among us. Ican truly fay of di- 


vers of them, what Tertwllus ſaid flatteringly, concerning 

Felix the Governour of 7udea, by them we enjoy great qui- 

etnefi, which we cannot but accept alwayer, and in all places 

with much thank fulneſſe, AQ. 24. 2,3. But I ſpeak of the 
influences of that profeſſion upon the generality of thofe 

that profeſle it, the peopl: living umnder the exerciſe of 
it. Mibltaribus animis , ((ays Salut) adbibends fomenta 

at pacem ferre velint. T dare ſay, your Lordfhips experi- 

ence can teſtifie that moſt of thoſe that make a trade of the 

high-way, are the reliques of ronted and disbanded For.. 

ces, who (like the unjuſt Steward) cannot digge, and to. 

begge are aſhamed, and therefore follow that trade. 

2. The maintaining of a fa@ion oppoſite to the faithful 
Prophets and Prieſts of the Lord.. Samvel for many years 
before Seuls death was laid afide , as a man of too rigid a 
ſpirie for Sauls delignes; and Abimelech and the Prieſts 
were looked upon as confederate with David, and upon: 
the informazjion. of a treacherous Doeg , murdered upon 
| ſuſpicion: 


ee High” fs ge 
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ſuſpicionthereof. And no wonder, it they that are grown 
ſo bold, as to trample upon the Embaſſadours of God, 
make.as bold with the Laws and Ordinances of man. Iam 
ſure, in Gods juſt judgement, Czv:l confuſions. have uſed to 
accompany Church confuſions ; when 7udahb in Abjjahs time 
was without a teaching Prieſt, they were alſp without peace, 
they went in and outof their own houſes with hazard of 
their lives, 2 Chron. 15.3. Iamglad, we of this Nation 
are at laſt grown ſo wiſe as to ſee that Church-Levelling needy 
nothing but a power to its will to introduce State-Levelling 
too 3 and that the Hoxourable Robes of Magittracy and Law 
are at the barre of many mens ignorant aud ſottiſh fury, no 
lefſe guilty of Antichriſtianiſme, - then the contemprible black 
coats of the Miniſtry of the Goes Aſſure your ſelves,My 
Lord, and you of the worſhiptull Bench, that *tis only the 
awe of Conſcience that ſubdues the fury, and rage ofmeng 
luſts; your Proviſions of Law are a lower bank, which 
theſe violent waves will quickly break over , when once 
they ſwell above thoſe ſacred main banks of Religious 
Principles and Inſtitutions. Let Magiſtrates maintain God; 
Ordinances, God will theirs. 

In this caſe David found the Kingdome, a kind of wil= 
derneſſe of wilde beafts. And therefore we need not won- 
derat his reſolution of a ſevere reformation, of ſetting the 
nets and toils of good Laws to take them , ( my next head 
which now comes to hand. ) | 


T will ſay unto the fools, &'c. Obſerve. 

Inſolent offenders muſt be curbed with a reſolute ſeverity. 
All diſeaſes (ſay Phyficians of greateſt note ) are cured 
þy contraries. And(by conſequence) the diſcaſcs of the 
| body Politick occationed by remiſsneſſe , require more 

rough and churliſh Phyfick to remove them. Ne corporis 
guidem morbos , veteres, & diu_ autos niſi per dura & 
aſpera Coerceas : corruj tus, & corrumpens , eger & flagrans 
ammus haud levioribus ramediis reſtinguendus eft quam lib;- 
dinibus ardeſcit, ſayes Tacitus, Stiffe-necked Colts will 


not 


effenally proſecuted.*For, 


— 


— 
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Throne with nzver ſo mnch reſolution, yethe will-fnde 
enough to do when hee comes to a that refolurion. He 
will finde cauſe to complain thatthe ſons of Zerozah are 
too ffrong for himy 2-Sam. 3. 39. Wherefore he is fain to die 
in their debt, and to leave it _ his ſonne Solomon to dif 
charge, 1 Kings 2. 5, And when he goesout of the world 
| his liſt words back his firſt reſolution, 2 Saw, 23. 6, 7. But 
the ſonnes of Belial, &c. | 
In ſach caſes, a Mayiſtrate had need to ſharpen the ſword 
of Juſtice with the file of reſolution; Fiat juftitie, ruat 
calum. Come what will , or can come, he muſt be arm- 
ed againſt it with a fixzd purpoſe of getting the enemies 
ground, or dying upon his own: of gaining the horſe, 
.or lofing the ſaddle, ſawing off the horns of theſe wilde 
beaſts, or being gored by them. Ke muſt reſolve to bethe 
Champion of gun whiles he can, and when he can no 
longer be ſo, he muſt become her Martyr. 1:39 
A Judges heart and his robes, muſt be both ed iugraing 
elſe the colour of the one, and the courege of the other will 
quickly fade, Good Miniſters ſhould have the Motto of 
Aarons Mitre written upon their fore-heads, Holineſſe ts 
the Lord; and Magiſtrates ſhould have written upon their 


hearts, -what Moſes had on bis, Reſolution for the Lord. 


This alone will fortifie a man againſt all ——_— confi- 
derations. Thus the ſons of Levi came armed to execute 
the vengeance of the Lord againſt Idolaters, Deut. 33. 9. 
compared with Exod. 32. 26, 27, 28. But when doth Da- 
21d reſolve to pat theſe reſolves in Execution ? Even as 
ſoon as the reins of Government are put into his hand. As 
ſoon as he receives the Congregation , v.23. And left we 
ſhould think this was the 1fſue of ſome haſty thoughts, 
which upon better advice he would ſee cauſe nor to ſtand 


to;you ſhalthear him back ic in another Pſalm. T will.early 


deſtroy all the wicked of the Land, Pfal. 101. ut. _ Obſerve 
(from the time ) - | TW! E 


That Maogiftr ates reforming reſolutions muſt be ſpeedily and 
C 1. Good 


not be manaved with a lack rein. Let David come tothe ; 


ths Pe 
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2 Tim. 2.17. 


1. Good reſolutions will cool again, When they are off 


from the fire of a preſent good mood, if they be nor ſpee- 


dily put in execution. 

2. Dclays in this caſe are dangerous; when the fire once 
gets to the houſe top, the leaſt delay will pn render it 
unquenchable. If a ſmall Army be ſuffered to entrench,and 
victuall themſelves, a great ſtrength will have enough to do 
to conquer them. 

If the Sea break in upon a Land, it may be at the firſt a 
little labour will repair the bank ; bat if it be negle&ed bur 
a few dayes, all the Countrey cannot turn.it out again. 


Novi ego quod primd tuerat medicabile vuluus, 
Neglettim longe damna tuliſſe more. 


Wickednefſe will ſpread as a Gangrene, ( and eſpecially 
that which the Apoſile ſpzaks of in that place, Heretie) and 
toleration makes it incurable. | 
i 3. Opportunities and ſeaſons of doing good, are not in 
our hands, but Gods. This is the ground of that advice 


of Mordecai to Heſter. Who knoweth but that theu art - 


come to the Kingdome for ſuch a time as this ? Kcfter 


1 . ; | | 

And*this leads me to the ſecond general part ef my 
Text, the ground of Davids reſolution , | Fon, promotion .com- 
eth neither from the Eaſt, &c-] :; 2 | 


Which words are an »niverſal negation of creature-pows 


er in the managery of State-affaires, farther then Gods 
Providence co-operates with-it. Mey: are apt to expect ad- 
vancement from ſecond cauſes.” Politicians uſe to have rheir 
Engines at-work in.all Quarters. Such correſpondencies 
in the Eat, and ſuch in the ef, &c. And:they are apr 


to conclude, if but ſuch or ſuch a defigne take ( one of 
many) that makes for their advantage. - And when their 


Plots are ſpoiled in one part, yet they maintain hope from 
another quarter of the 'world. And indeed , This 3; 
the ſpring of all manner of irregular compliances , with 
thoſe 
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that we look upon them, as our Advancers. Thence 

(faith Solomon) many ſeek the Rulers favour, Prov, 29. 26; 

and that with ſordid and horrid «ncroachments upon the 

principles of ingenuity and conſcience, licking up the ye- 

ſpittle of great ones, (as is reported of Dyoniſius his 
7 te ome! and conforming to their very vices, and imper- 
fetions, as is reported of Alexanders Courtiers, that imi- 
tated his wry neck- 

And in the laſt Kings Reign, in the encroachments upon 
the publique liberty by Ship-money and Monopolics, His 
Judges, (all but one or two that went with honour to 
their graves) perſwaded him 'twas Law, and his Divines 
**was Conſcience. As if they had both been of the mind 
of Cambyſes his Councellors, who adviſing with them in a 
caſe of inceftuous marriage, they told him all the Statute 
Law of the Land was againſt-him ; but there was another 
Law, that the King might do what he would. 

And the ready way to keep men from irregular courſes for 
advancement, is to perſwade them, (O that God would do 
it) that vain is the help of man. Truſt not in Princes, nor 
in the ſunne of man, (faith David) in whom there is no help, 
P/al. 146. 3» 

And, Curſed be ke that maketh fleſh bis arm, and whoſe 
heart departeth from the Lord. Creature-confidence is 
the mother of Apoſtafie, and defeatment, Ter. 17. 5, 6. 

But where then is the Spring of preterment ? Kok from 
what Fountain doth it flow? The laſt partof my Text 
tells you , God is the Fudge, he putteth down one, and ſet- 
teth up another. Of which in a few words, and then I 
ſhall diſmiſſe you with a word or two by way of application 
to the preſent occaſion. 

Obſerve hence, 

All the Tranſlations of Civil power in the world, are the 
feds of a Divine , and that, # juſt Providence. God works 
heſe changes, and that as a Tudge, in a judicial way.  . 

There is nothing in the world of more common obſer- 
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thoſe from whom we expeCt furtherance in our defignes, 
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Bajatet. 


Judg- 6. 11- 


Ag 12.23. 


vation, and lefl: ſolemn and ſanEtified meditation, then the 
various turnings of the wheel of Providence. One while, 
a'David taken trom the Sheep- coat, from following the Ews 
great with young, and advanced (in Homers _ as 704- 
were x28, to be a Shepherd of men, his Sheephook chan- 
ged into a Scepter, and his feat of Furt toa Royal throne. 
A Toſepb front an impriioned flave, toa Royal Favourite. 
A Gideon,. from a threſhing floor, raiſed to be a Saviour of | 
Iſrael, and his threſhing inſtrument of wood, changed into 
one of iron, to threſh the mountains, as God hinfelf phra- 
ſeth.it= Heſft:r a poor captive maid , advanced to a royal 
bed, Heſt.2. 6,179. Andin prophane ftories, a Dictator 
from the Plough, and an Emperour from the hog-trough, 
a third from keepmg the Cowes. And our Hez. the 8, 
took his two great Favourites, the one from the Slaughter- 
houſe, andthe other from the Forge. | 
.. Oathe other fide, A4donibezek a mighty Prince , made 
Fellow-Commoner with the Dogs; and Nebuchadnezzar, 
a mighty Gonquerour, and one that lifted his hom 
to a = height, turned a grazing with the Oxen; and 
Herog in his moſt ſumptuous apparel, and amidſt the 
ſhouts and acclamarions of his people, reduced from a con- 
ceited God , to be the moſt loathſome of men ; a living 
earrionarreſted by the vilcft of creatures, upon the ſuit of | 
his affronted Creator. A great Haman feaſted with the 
King oneday, and made a teaft for Crowes the next, Heft. 
', 10, 
- And in humane ftories, who knowes not that one of the 
greateſt Commanders in the world , was carried about in 
an lron-grate, to be a foot-ſtool to an inſi:!lting Conque- \ 
rour? That Beliſariusthe famouſeſt Gencral that the later? 
e of the Roman Empire knew, and in greateft favour 
with Tuſtizian his Prince , was reduccd to that want, that 
he was fain'to beg for his living, Date obolum Beliſario, This 
is commonly the lot of great Favourites, Fatum potentie 
rard ſempiterne, (ayes Tacitus) quippe fatias capit aut il- 
tos cum onnia:tribuerunt, aut bos cam nibil reliquum eſt quod 
cupiant. 
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eupiant, The commonfate of worldly preferment, that it 


ſ:ldome lafts, Princes being either cloy'd with giving their 


favours, or ſubjetts with reteiving them z when they have 
no moreto give, nor thefe to receive, 

And in our dayes , theſe changes and revolutions of the 
wheel of Providence have been ordinary. | 


We have ſcen in one Royal Family, (andihat oneof the — 


moſt eminent in thzſe parts of the world) a great and pu- 
iffant Monarch, in the tace of the Sunne, at noon-day, at 
the gate of his own Palace, inthe moſt popnlons City of 
theſe three Nations, inthe midft of thouſands of his paſs 
fjonate well-wiſhers, and zealous partizans, laying his head 
upon a fatal block ; three Queens of his line and alliance, 
reduced to the Contribution of Foraigners., for: a mean 
ſubſiſtence; and a numerous iffae of the ſame family,cruſhed 
under the ſame wheel of Providence, in whont noe many 
years [mce'theſe Nations rejoyced, as the budding hopes of 
an uninterrupted ſucceſſion. ps 

We have ſeen a Parliament, the darling of the people, 
ſitting under the proteQionof a pzrpetual A&, crambled 
into pieces, and at laſt wholly diffolved with the cracifige 
of that very people, thata few years ſince cryed Hoſamnay 
and proſtrated their very hearts at their feet, to pave them 
atriumphant entrance into thar cruſt they had eleed them. 
unto. 

We have ſeen a formidable Meteor of Policy lately eleva- 
red to a great height of confidence and prefumption,, /if- 


ting up the horn ox high, or ( as'a Learned Jew reads the &, tmanuel.. 


words ) againſt the high God , and ſpeaking with « ſtiffe 
zeck , caught like Abrabans Ramme, by the horns in a buſh, 
and made a juſt facritice to the ſcorn and contempt of all 
men; and their Arms withered in the very a, for ſtretch- 
ing them out againſt t1e Prophets of the Lord; 
Ina word, ſuch changes of publique affairs, as if the 
ftarres, or thoſe that pretend' to: great familiariey with 
them, had been bus ordinary Prophets, they could not. 
have overſezn, without an inexcaſable negle&. -Sach 
wonderful. 
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AQs I. 7. 


— 


wonderful, and momentous Providences as all Europe is 
concerned in, fhould not in my judgemeut have been 0- 

mitted among our Calculatours, ( who are at leiſure to 

take abundant notice of ( that farre more inconliderable 

thing) the Clergy) except poſſibly they calculated the 

Common-wealths Nativity upon black Munday , when 

they had not light enough to ereCt their Scheme. Howe- 

ver at the preſent, let them paſſe with this #remento , that zt 

is not for vain man, to know the times and ſeaſons , which 

the Father hath kept in his own power 3 and that undoubted- 

ly, God Almighty is better able to keep his own counſel, 
then to acquaint the -Starres with ſuch affaires, or at leaſt 
their Secretaries , who make alivelihood of blabbing all 
—_ they know, and more too. But (to leave this digreſ- 
10n. 

 Thisisthat great Truth, which Scripture ſo much in- 
culcates upon men, that (it ſeems) are very flow of heart 
to believe it. How often doth God tell us this truth, in 
various forms of expreſſions? That he raiſeth the poor out 
of the duff, and lifteth the needy from the dunghill, that he 
may ſet him with Princes, Plal. 113. 7. That he poureth 
contempt upon Princes, and maketh them to wander in the 
wilderneſſe, whiles (on the other fide) he ſetteth the poor 
en high, Pal.107. 41, 42. that he raiſeth the beggar from 
the dunghil, and maketh him to inherit the Crown of glory, be= 
cauſe the pillars of the earth are his, 1 Sam. 2. 7, $. that he 
cuts off the ſpirit of Princes, and 1s terrible to all the Kings 

of the earth, Pal. 76. 12. 

Inſomuch, that it ſeems wonderful to me, that ( after 
ſo much clear conviQion, both from Scripture and expe- 
rience) the luſtre of preſent greatneſſe ſhould uſually ſo 
blind the eyes of great ones, and flatter them with a per- 
ſwalton of immunity from theſe changes, as it doth. That 
their i#ward thought (ſhould ſtill be, (that which this Pal- 
miſt notes, as agreat folly, That their houſes ſhall continue 
for ever , and their dwelling places to all generations, Pſal. 
49+ 11. That they conceit their mountain to be fo ſtrong , 

that 
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that they ſhall never be moved, Palm Zo. 6; 7. 


| That when men caft about all manner of wayes for 


advancement, they ſhould not fo much as think of God ; 
nay, that they ſhould entertain an Atheiſtical conceit , that 
a Conſcientious walking with God, is the only way to 
ſpoil their preferment. (As if indeed that which By- 
lak told Balaam, who was alittle too nice forhis defigne, 
were true, that the Lord keeps men from honour.) That he 


that will be great, muſt have a Conſcience as large as his 
detignes, leſt being too ftraight-laced, it cauſe miſcarri- 
age. That ſeeming good ſhould be accounted a more 
ready road to greatneffe, then being ſo. Surely, did men 
believe God to be the Soveraign Diſpoſer of all prefer- 
ments, they would in reaſon be able to conclude, that he 
would advance his own ſervants rather thn others, if ad- 
vancement be good for them. But becauſe men do not 
cordially believe this Truth , therefore they negle& him, 
and proſtitute their Conſciences to the baſe lufts of others. 
Inſomuch, that a man would think, when he reads the fto- 
ries of ſome great Politicians lives, that the Devil and 
they had ſtrack a bargain upon the terms, which our Savi- 
our refuſed. Luke 4. 6. Al! this power will T givethee, and 

the glory of theſe Kingaomes, for that is delivered to me , and 

to whomſoever I will, Igive it. If therefore thou wilt wor= 
ſhip me, all ſhall be thine. Or, that they had been bred 
with that great French Conrtier', that choſe a part in 
Paris, before apart in Paradiſe. Or, Laſtly, that they 


-—= 


had learned thoſe Heathen Politicks:of 


Fleftere fi nequeo ſuperos Acheronta movebo; 
And, | 


Varo, reguſtatum digito terebrare (alinum 
Contentus perages, fi vivere cum Tove tendis, 


How much bitter were- it for men to keep Gods highe 
way to greatneſſe, which though it: may ſeem the farther 
way, 


Num. 24. 11. 


Virg. 


Perf: 
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way about to them that are in haſte, yet(confidering, that 
be that maketh haſte 10 be rich Cannot be innocent , as Solomon 
ſayes, Prov. 28. 20. and that they that purchaſe the whole 
world with the lofſe of their own ſouls, get nothing, when 
a dying Conſcience cafts up their accounts , Matth. 16.26.) 
it is the nearer way by farre; Eſpecially when we have 
Gods ſolemn engagement for it, that thoſe that hoxour hin 
ke will honour, and they that deſpiſe bim ſhall be ſleightly «+ 
freemed, 1 Sam. 2. 3O. 
' Laftly,(confidering this great Truth) I cannot but won» 
der at the ſpirit that thoſe men are of, who in ſach changes, 
as fall out againſt the grain of their exp:Cations, carry 
themſelves rather like Atheiſts then Chriſtians under 
them. 
x. Sometimes in a pet at God himſelf, throwing off 
that mask of R<ligion, which they had hoped might have 

advantaged them; and becauſe this evil 5 from the Lord, 
they are reſolved to 'wart upor bim no louger, like that 
wicked Prince, who is branded upon record for that un» 
godly reſolution, 2 Kings 6. 33. How many have all A 
ges of the Church known, who becauſe they conld not ob- 
tain their deſigned greatneſfle, by profefiion of Orthodoxy 
and Picty, have attempted to recover it by Apoſtacy and 
Perſecution ? | | | 

2. And ſometimes ina furious and Diabolical rage, fu- 
ming and foaming againſt the Inſtruments caufing or occa- 
fioning them. How familiar a thing hath it been with 
our deboilt gallantry in theſe late years, to drink healths 
to the contuſion of this party, and that party, to curſe,and 
d:vote to the Dvil ſach and fuch men, 'as the Authors or 
Promoters of thoſe events, thzy.ſtorm at ? 

Not contidering, that (as we ſay) the Fox never fares 
better then when he is curſed : nor, thatthe worſt of mer, 
in the worſt ations, do but Midwife Gods ſecret intend- 


P ments, that the crucifying of the Lord of glory, was indeed 


the pre-determined counſel of God, Ad, 4. 28. though the 
lin of that wicked a& were the guilt of 'thoſe that ated 


there- 


I 
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therein: nor that their own finnes impower thoſe In- 


ſfiruments , that thus thwart their defignes 3 and: that 
when God makes ſuch changes, he doth it as a Fudge, 
for the juſt puniſhment of thoſe whom he afflifs there= 
by. Which opens a door to the laſt branch of this laſt 
part of the Text. $i 


God is the Judge. 
Whence obſerve; | 

The greateſt changes in the world are judicial Aits of Gods 
Providence, Not meer a&s of Soveraignty , in which 
God as by Prerogative, although it be his Prerogative 
ſometimes ſo to aft. Whence (although God uſe arguments 
from this Prerogative,to filence our cavils, in thoſe great 
differences which he makes between one man and ano- 
ther ;*eſpecially in relation to ſalvation and damnation, 
wherein the Apoſtles Anſwer hath hitherto among ſerious 
and (olid Chriſtians, been. judged fatisfaftory.Hath not the 
Potter power over the clay, &&c. Rom. 9.12. Nay, and even 
in State-changes, he makes uſe of the ſame fimilitude, Fer. 
16.8. Yet, ) he hath a rule of juſtice which hee com- 
monly walks by.;z not: only that ſecret will of his which 
makes things juſt, becauſe he wills them ; but alfo that 
revealed Law' of righteouſneſſe,. which he hath laid down 
in his Word. So = it may be truly faid, (as to us and 


our demerits) that no man loſeth honour or eſtate, but geq, (5.16, 


he that firſt forfeits it. If God caft out the Canaanites , 
and bring Iſrael in to tread upon the necks of their Kings, ' 


it is when their 7niquities are full; and if God reje& Saul, ; 5am.14.26. 


it is becauſe he rejeAts God firſt; and if he make the ſonnes 


of El; vile , it is becauſe they made themſelves vile ,' and 1 Sam. 3.13, 


made his ſacrifice to be abhorzed. And even Fob himſelf 
(though he were a fingular example, and his abaſement 
was rather a deſigne to doe him good , then a puniſhment 
for any notorious evil, y<ct) dares not plead his own inno= 
cencys Except ini the particulars ___ his triends ons - 4 

im 
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him withal, injuſtice and hypocrifie, Fob 9. 14, 15. 
- Bur the cauſes of ſuch judgements are not alwayes 
diſcernable to others, no, nor (it may be ) to the men 
themſclves, that are the ſubjeCts of them, (though god- 
ly, ) and-therefore ( even to Job hiniſelt ) it was good 
counſel that he ſhould fay to the Lord, Shew me wherefore 
thou contendeft with me Job 10. 2. and, If T have done 111- 
zquity, Twill do ſono more, Job 34-31, 3: | 
Sometimes, they are the finnes of the firſt Founders of 
a Family that entail forfeirures upon their poſterity : As 
in the caſe of Febu, who doing Gods work with a ſpirit 
of private revenge , cuts off the ſucceſſion from his line 
after four generations, 2 Kings 10. 30. Hof. 1. 4. | 
And in the caſe of Iboſheth, whoſe Title to the Crown 
of Iſrael Sawl forfeited, it may be before he was born, at 
leaſt before he poſkſſcd it. | 7 
Sometimes the finnes of an immediate parent, and he 
godly too , as in the caſe of El and his poſterity, may 
entail an affliction. So in the caſe of Solvywn and his 
ſterity, the Kings of Fudah. Rehoboam loſt ten Tribes 
bis Fathers finne. | 
Sometimes it is for the finnes of the people upon whom 


ſuch changes have an influence. As when God faith in 


Hof. 13. 11. t havegiven them Kings in mine anger, and 
have takgn them away in my wrath; Seealſo 1/4.3.1,2, 


2 4+ 
: And (in my judgement } this very confideration ſhoulda 
move all perfons under any employment, to lay out their 
utmoſt intereſts and abilizies for God. The wheel of 
Providence is perpetu 
quickly be lower. He that pur down ſome for mal-admi- 
niftration, will. ( as he can ) put down you, if you ad- 
miniſter the affairs you are intruſted withal as they did. 
Surely David had often ſuch choughts. If Saul were caſt 
off becauſe he ſpared where God bade him ſtrike, becauſe 


he permitted wickedn:f& to range unbridled over the Na- 


ally turning, the higheſt ſpokes wilt 


dons. and to lifs up the hom on high, God-will lay men 
de 


| the cauſe of it. Shall I help you a licdle to finde ic ou: ? 
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fide too, it 1 tollow his (teps. Therefore 1 will fo 5 
&Cc. | 

It is that that concerns moſt of us ſeriouſly to confi« 
der. | 

As for the Mixiſtry , God hath poured contempt upon 
them in an abundant meaſure z and truly,confidering what 
a company of ignorant, ſordid, ſottiſh, lazy, Popiſh fel- 
lows, walk up and down in the garb of that profeffion, I 


7 - $6 


- wonder-that errour, and facriledge , have proceeded no 


farther againſt them, then they have. Can any expe&, 
but God ſhould forſake his Sanftuary , when the Prieſts . 
make his ſacrifices to be abhorred ? 2 
 Formy part, I am as zealous for the Calling and Mainte» 
nance of the Minifſtery of Exgland, as any that hears me 
can bee. But 1 defire thoſe of my brethren here preſent 
this day, to be perſwaded, that whatever contempt hath 
been or may be poured upon that reverend Calling ,- ſome 
of their own profefſion have occaſionally been gnilcy of. 
And,as for the Gentry,l believe there is ſcarce a Noble Fa> 
mily in the whole Nation at this time,butGod hath during 
theſe laſt troubles, brought under ſome diſparagement \, 
or diminution , or both. | 
For my part] can ſay from my heart, that I have not a 
levelling ſpirit, andI think it a ſad judgement to a people, 
when they that were brought up in ſcarlet embrace danghils, 
Lam. 4.5. God | cot civil diſtin&ions in England 
But, O that God would give them hearts ro confider 
the juſtice of his proceedings, in the ſeverity of his dea= 
ling with them, and to examine themſelves concerning 


Look upon the great Charter , the Scripture.Patent , by 
which (as to God) all men hold their honours, + Sem. 2, 
30. Have you nor diſhonoured God the more, for -the 
power he hath given you above others? God hath brought 
Nobility and Gentry low in Exgland, and if they walk 
in the finnes of their Families, which- commonly have 


bzen, and yetare in moſt places, ( a tew only excepted) 


D 2 pride, 
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Luke 20.16, 


pride, — » drunkenneſſe, ſwearing , gaming , and 
all manner of debanchery ; oppreſſing their poor neighbours, 
and tenants, Simoniacal and Sacrilegious encroachment upon 
Ghurch-maintenance, joined with contempt of God, his Mini» 
fters, and Ordinances , let them be afſured God will bring 
them lower 3 he will reverſe: their Eſchucheons,break their 
ſwords, and cut off their ſpurres, and bring ſich a rot 
into their families, that their dwelling places ſhall know 
them no more. | 

. Your hearts are ready to-fay (Iknow)as they did, when 
Chriſt told them. God would take away his Vineyard 
from them, and let it out to other husbandmen. God forbid, 
And for my part, I heartily joyn with you in that pray- 
er, ſo Gods Honour and his Trath may be faved ; other- 
wiſe, let all the Titles in the world goe for me. Better 
the pride of mans glory ſhould be ſtained, then Gods any 
way diſparaged: For a remedy of theſe evils, I befeech 
you, ( Sirs) let my counſel be accepted of you. :. For 
Gods ſake, and your own, and your poſterities ſake, Get 
the true knowledge and fear of God into your Families; de 
a0t maintain a company of Ruffians, Drunkards, Swearers, 
and unclean wretches, #n your Livery; uſe them to Reading, 


Prayer , Repetition of Sermons , thoſe contemned exerciſes of 


true and. real godlineſſe ; ride abroad, and encourage honeſt 
Le@ures, .and bring your Tenants in by your example, who 
ſeldome goe to Heaven or Hell, but as their Lendbrd, lead 
them. Get Bibles and Catechiſmes , and Books of PraGtical 
Divixity,as Perkins,Preſton,Reynolds,Sibs, Bolton, Green=- 
ham, &c. into your houſes, in ftead of Cards aud Dice, and 
Tables. reſtore (if it be tobe known ) what ſacrilegious 
bits any of your Anceftours have devoured; give more to a 
godly Miniſter to niaintain him, then to a drunken Huntſman 
or Falconer. 
pleaſures. Think not leſſe Religion will carry a Gentle= 
man to Heaven, then a poor labourer. Nay » 1 tell you he 
bad need of more ,, if Chriſt may be believed, Matthew 
19. 24, 


let not the Goſpel be cheaper to you then your | 


If. 
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- If Iamplainer with you then you deſire, Ipray forgive 
me this wrong, ſeeing Ido it for your good. 

My Apology for it is that of Salut, when he had ript 
open the vices of his times, Bouum nulla oratio ledere pg- 
teſt; quippe vera, neceſſe eſt bens predicet , falſam illius 
vita moreſque facile ſuperant. © » Saluft. Bell, 

| Fagurth, © 

And now the Pablique ſolemnity of this dayes mee- 
ting, calls for ſome particular addreſſes, to thoſe for 
whoſe ſake | was called hither. And they ſhall be very 
brief, becauſe I am loath to be your hinderance from 
your publique buſineſſes, 


And firſt of all, my bulſinefſe is to you, My Lord, Judge Atkins, 
concerning whom ,. though I am a ftranger to your face Th 
and acquaintance, yet the reputation you have among good 
men, where you are moſt known, . emboldens me to ſay 
as the Apoſtle Paylin another caſe concerning the Co- 
rinthians, that your forwaraneſſe of minde is ſuch, . that. it 
is ſomething ſuperfluous for me to exhort you ; and let 
me add(from him alſo)thus much , that I hope you will 
ſhew the proof of your love to Religion and Juſtice, and 
of our boaſting 0n your behalf. Onely I beſeech you >» cor.8.utt. 
to give mee leave faithfully to repreſent to you the 
ſtate of the County you have now. to doe withal, that 
ſo your forward minde may have. ſufficient matter to 


work upon. 


2 Cor.9.1, 


And firſt of all, (my Lord) as to Religion, I know 
not what wearez Iam ſure very few of us.are what we 
ſhould bee. But for this little Town : where your pre- 
ſent employment lies, I ſpeak my thoughts freely, with- 


out ſpleen , or- paſſion , that I verily perſwade my ſelf, 
if all Auguftines , and Epiphanius's Catalogues of Hez- 
reftes were loſt; and all other ancient and mod:rn Re- 
cords in that kinde, yet it were no hard matter to re- 
ftore them with-.confiderable enlargements from hence, 


:We 
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We have Anabaptiſme, Familiſme, Socinianiſme , Pe- 
lagianiſme, Raunting, (and what not?) and the Devil 
e. is ferved in Heterodoxe Afſemblics as frequently as God 


D. Por. IN ours. There is one of the moſt eminent Church-Li- 


Who ſhall be vings in this County poſſeſſed by a blaſphemier ; and 
. profecured 8 one in whoſe houſe, 1 believe ſome here can teſtifie , 
when nat the Devil is viſibly as familiar, as any one of the Family. 

 b! EGobliſheg And fhall the horns of theſe beaſts never be pared off by 

to take cogni- the Civil Magiſtrate? My Lord, I beſeech you a&, (1 
zance of Know you will) to the uttermoſt of your power to re- 

Church-at- train theſe unruly beaſts, and where you want power, 

_ = repreſent that want. to thoſe that can beſtowe it; and I 
RY : notori- NOPE Þy this time they ſee need enough to do ſo themſelves. 
ouſly known As for Civil Afﬀairs, we have ( bleſſed bee God 
in thoſe parts, ſome among ue, that would be zealous and faithful in the 

"_ needs not offices they are intruſted- withal, if they might be borne 
He tre _ ont in ſo doing. Wee had the laſt year a few aGive 
ty is 4 har Officers, and no lefſe then three or tour vexatious ſuits, 
ro proſecure and ſome of them ( it may bee ) may come before 
him. your Lordſhip this Aifiſes, commenced againſt them by 

notorious offenders, for pretended irregularity in ſome 
circumſtances. 
 MyLord, you have one ſuit before you ( at the leaft) 
from the iſſue whereof the whole Country will colle& 
whether they may dare to doe Juſtice, or no. Surely, 
it Humane Law-givers be like the Divine, no man ſhould 
M puniſhed for too much zeal in the execution of the 
aw. 
tTheſſ.c.9, My Lord, Drunkennefſe is grown more impudent a- 
mong us, then it was in Saint Paxls time. And our 
Officers dare not meddle with a Gentle-man Drunkard , 
for fear of an aftion of battery. 
And for Sabbath=breakers ; would God we had Magi- 
Nehem. 13.17, ſtrates among us of Nebemiabs temper, that would con- 
(7,25. ten4 with them, and lay hands upon them too. I am in 
hope, a word from your Lord{hip would do nuch to- 
wards the execution of thole Aﬀts and Ordinances that 
' concern 
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concernthat bufinz(ſ2. Here be infolent Robbers abour 
the Countrey , almoſt every where ; ſcarce a Gentle- 
mans, or other able mans houſe round about this Town, 
but hath been aſſaulted, or threatned ar leaft, and (*tis 
ſaid) there is a Corporation of them. I hope Juſtice will 
make ſome of them free of the Hang-mans Corporation, 
for a terror to others. 

As for you Gentlemen , that are of the Commiſſion for 
the peace, I doe ſomewhat pleaſe my elf, that I can now 
call the moſt of you confidently by chat name. We were 
like to have had (not long fince) a Linſey-wolſey Heteroge- 
neous Bench, ſuch as the Medley-Conftitutron of thoſe 
times would allow. And indeed it was not to be expe&t- 
ed, but that thoſe that endeavoured the extirpation of 
the Mimiſtery to ſet up Feroboams Priefts, ſhould diſcard the 
Gentry, and fill their ſeats with Fobx of Leydens Dukes, both 
of the ſame ſtuffe, the meaneſt of the people. 

* (Though I would not hereby diſparage thoſe whoſe 
known worth makes them eftecmed in the Country, who 
have the thing which firſt gave Nobility, and are as fit to 
begin a line of Honour to be continued to their pofterity, - 
as thoſe from whom our preſent Gentry fo=all jg But I 
conceive, that ſich mixtures , except very ſparingly made, 
and that upon weighty conſiderations , much prejudice | 
the eſteem of Authority to the people.) we 

I beſeech you, honoured Sirs, doe not think it enough : 
to appear upon the Bznch at Aﬀiſes, and general Sefſions, 
but appoint frequent, and ſtanding Privy Seffions, to re-- 
Rifie pablique diſorders in the Countrey upon the place, . 
to put down Ale-honſes , the Devils Univerſities , where 
men proceed Graduates in all manner of wickedn:fle ; to | 
ſapprefſ: Drunkennefſ:, Swearing , Sabbath-breaking : - 
K-, when inferiour Officers preſent ſuch offenders before 
you, doe not tell them by your flzighr entzrtainment of 
them, that you are of Gallio's minde , and care for none - 
of thoſe things. | 

I have heard ſome Officers complain of Jate , that they. 


| _.are- 
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are diſcouraged in that part of thzir office : they are 
zealous in taking hold of ſuch offenders, and when they 
come to the Jaſtice he releaſeth them. He that ( having 
your: power) does not not cut off theſe offenders horns, 
wears them, yea, and will puſh with them alſo in time, I 
never knew any Magiſtrate indulging any finne, but either 
he was guilty of it himſelf, or more then ordinarily incli= 
ned to It, had he ſutable opportunity. 


And you Grand Inquejt-men, Iam ſomewhat ignorant 
of your particular Fun&ion, but I conceive one main part 
of your bulinefſe, is to make preſentment of thioſe grie- 
vances, wherein the Countrey whom you repreſent, needs 
redr. ff. And I hope you will not forget two things, which 
I think to be of great concernment , the one is, wart of 
Church-Government , without which , Civil Government 
cannot be long preſerved in a Chriſtian Common-wealthe 
Ch-:rch-levclling, and State-levelling, are Twins ; onel 
(like 7acob and Eſau) the on? rough and hairy, and not ſo 
ap: to be dandied and made much of, by the Magiſtrate, who 
utually is tender in ſuch things as concern publique peace 3 
but the other a more ſweet babe , which under-cthe notion 
of tendernefl: of Conſcience, and Chriſtian Liberty, hath 
been the fondling of former Governours, -untill it had 
almoſt proved a faceb, a Supplanter indeed, by exchanging 
the vo:ce of Facob, for the hands of Eſau. 

The other is, Liberiy of Prophecying, through the indul- 
gence of former Powers, grown to ſuch an height, that 
every whipping-boy , when he hath gotten an Hereticall 
notion or twoby the end, hath Fad enough to in- 
trade into any Pulpit to vent it ; or elſe to draw afide poor 
filly ſouls into corners, and infe& them there without 
controll. And ſome of them though they uſurp the place 
of the Clergy, yet if they ſhould fall into your hands, would 
not be capable of the priviledge of the Clergy, and hang for 
not being able to read. 


Fricnds, for Gods ſake , for the Goſpels ſake , for your 
poor 


-Saxttuary of a free ſubjet ; for Gods ſake, dnot you be 
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r ſouls ſake, for your near t:lations ſake , ſome of 
whom arc in perpetual danger of being poiſoned , tell 
your ſaperiours, as the voice of all that love the welfare 


of Fi eruſalen in the County;. that nothing '2S ſo.intolerable ,45 
a boundleſſe Toleration.. | 


You of both Furies, take heed to your Caths and Cons 
ſciences ,. and: remember that be that condemneth the righ- Proy. 17.15. 
teous, and he that acquitteth the wicked, are both an abomi- 
nation to the Lord. If any filly Cattel come before you, 
do not gratifie a malicious proſecutor by ſaying their ears 
are horys; but where you finde horas indeed, and' thoſe 
lifted up, and. ſuch as have uſed to puſh 7x time paſt, you 
know the Law of God as well as man , allowes you to re- 
curn. ſuch-guilty. 

I had almoſt forgotten-you,. Gentlemen of the Gown. and: 45, 
*tis a wonder I ſhould, when I ſpoke of. Levelling, I. ho= 
nour your profeffion, and therefore I will preſume to ad- 
venture a little good counſel to your acceptance , without. 
any other fee, then the teſtimony of a good Conſcience, in 
che diſcharge of my duty. You know that Law is the. 


M————_— 


guilty of ni It into- an Izquifition-houſe., where poor 
mens: cauſes: are fo long ſtretched: out upon the rack of- 
needleff: delaies, till both their purſe-ſtrings,. and hear- 
ſtrings crack. Surely, there is an evil report abroad 
concerning ſome of: you, that you betray the priviledges : 
of this SanEuary 3 which makes-many an. honeſt man, r+ | 
ther run all hazards,. then fly thither for refuge. "Tis 
faid,. ſome of you are like. indented Pires, . which if 
you look.on-them ſeverall wayes , preſent. you with ſeve=- 
rall faces in one Table ;. ſuch as. can take on both hands, 
of one to ſpeak, and of another. to hold their. peace , or 
'as bad) to ſay nothing to the purpoſe. As Juries 
ould not by verdi&, fo neither. ſhould Lawyers by plea- 
ding, turn ears into horxs, and hors into ears, repreſent a: 
manr cauſe otherwiſe then they Ws : 
{ 
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1Cor.lI5.32. 


1 know not to whom to recommend the care of the 
Priſon, but to you all. I know it is the Sheriffs Pri- 
ſon, bat I know not how farre his power extends in 
the things that I am to mbve in order to its reformati- 
on. At moſt, Sheriffs are annual, and can -take. order but 
for their year 3 but you, my Lord, and the Bench, may 
reform tor perpetuity. v4 99 Lend =] | 

For my part, I look upon Goals, as they are uſially far- 
niſhed with > as houſes of Infedion , and looſeneſſe, 
rather then houſes (as they ſhould be _). of correction , and 
reſtraint. For tmy part, It hath (added my foul to 
hear, when I have come in and out to ſte priſoners, the 
poor Felons in the Dungeon rainting and roaring , as if 
they were reſolved to walk by the Epicures principles, Let 
us eat and drink , for to morrow we ſhall die, And I fear 
ſcarce any one comes within thoſe walls, but he is made 
ten times more the chilae of the Devil then he was before. | O 
that you, my Lord, arid the Bench, would take ſome 
courſe thac thoſe poor creatures' tliat have not long to 
live, may be made tit to die, that they mightbe Catecbiſed 
and Preached to. TI hear there are places where the Pri- 
ſons have a Preacher appointed and allowed.upon the S$he- 


# 


riffs accounts. For Gods ſake, my Lord, and Gentlemen, 


It ſomething bt done herein, that thoſe you condenm to 
the Gallowes, may tot be ſent to the Deviltoov. = | 


Laſtly, you of the Covntrey, that have buſineſſe with the 
Court, look to it, take heed of malice, perjutie, ahd 
revenge. You that go to Law with one another, if for 
trifles, let fall your fiſts; the charges you pur any one 
to in a vexatious ſuit, is fo much money pickt out of his 
purſe, and it may be ſo much neceflary ſuſtenance pluckt 
out. of his poor wives and childrens bellies ; it for mat- 
ters of moment, and your cauſe be juſt, yet uſe mercy, 


Tharity, and moderation. 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, letusall beſeech the Lord, who is che Futpe of 
udges, as well as King of Kings, and Lord of Lo d, that 
e will be with ours in the Judgement, that fo (to cloſe 

my Sermon, with the cloſe of my Pfaln)) Al the horns of 

the wicked may be cut off, but the horns of the righteous may 


be exalted. 
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